
Resistor Colors Decoded 
 
Small axial-lead resistors (the usual type we will use in ECE 2) have 4 or 5 color 
bands that define the value as described below.  The 4 band scheme is used for 
resistors  with 5 or 10% tolerance (how much resistive variation is considered to 
be “in spec”) while the 5 band is needed for resistors with tighter tolerance. 
 

 


