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Abstract:

Billions of dollars are spent every year in the name of international development while the persistence
of extreme poverty, greed, and inequality undermine the very premise of development itself.  Promoters
of sustainable development advocate multi-disciplined methodologies for understanding and addressing
our world’s social, economic, and ecological crises and questions.   The bridging of anthropology and
engineering, for example, has the potential to create enduring contributions throughout the developing
world.   Anthropological methods and perspectives can help intrepid engineers who seek to apply their
knowledge in the service of humankind.  Moreover, anthropological engineering has the potential to serve
and transform the engineer as much as the host community in which he or she may be working.  
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